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Long before libraries became community
access points to the World Wide Web,

they were the gateway to the whole wide
world for many communities. They remain
places for real, as well as virtual, encoun-
ters. People come to libraries in steady and
increasing numbers to meet authors, artists,
and performers face-to-face. They come to
hear poets and authors read from their
works, to listen to live music, to explore the
past through exhibitions, and imagine the
future through artists’ eyes. They come to
learn about the world and build their own
communities.

To reinforce the library’s role as a free
and open access point to cultural program-
ming, the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) and the American Library Associa-
tion (ALA) Public Programs Office have
announced a major new program linking li-
braries, artists, and audiences. The two-year
project, “LIVE at the Library 2000: Build-
ing Cultural Communities,”is supported by
a $250,000 award from NEA and matching
funds from the Lila Wallace-Reader’s Di-
gest Fund. It has been designated as an Of-
ficial Millennium Project by the White
House Millennium Council.

LIVE at the Library 2000 will present
artists at libraries across America, with pro-
jected participation by 500 libraries through
2001. Its goals are to:

• create opportunities for artists to present
their work and engage with diverse com-
munities nationwide.

• encourage local, state, regional, and na-
tional collaboration to support artists and
future library programming.

• build awareness and enthusiasm for li-
brary cultural programming opportunities
through national and local publicity for
the initiative.

• strengthen the cultural life of communi-

ties by exploring
artistic responses to
major themes relating
to community con-
cerns and identity.

NEA and ALA in-
vite proposals for

programs featuring literary, visual, and per-
forming artists.  While most artists will
likely be drawn from local communities,
the project maintains a roster of authors
who represent artistic excellence and are in-
terested in working with libraries in LIVE
appearances. 

Some of the artists who have agreed to
participate in the program include Julia Al-
varez, Sven Birkerts, Rosellen Brown,
Chris Crutcher, Rita Dove, Gish Jen, Philip
Lopate, Sharyn McCrumb, Faye Myenne
Ng, Naomi Shihab Nye, and Quincy
Troupe.  Others are listed on ALA’s Public
Programs website (http://ala.org/
publicprograms/live.html).

Libraries may choose from themes devel-
oped for the project or develop themes of
their own. Themes should reflect the inter-
ests of the community as well as the work
of the authors or artists involved in present-
ing programs.

Themes include: Losing Geography, Dis-
covering Self; Body & Soul; Violence, A
Bitter Slice of American Pie; Making
Change; Playing Ball with Words: Writers,
Artists, and Sports; It's All Relative: Fami-
lies in Art and Literature; Other People's
Stories: The Art of Biography; Open Roads:
Fast Cars and American Dreams; and Fight-
ing Words: Writings About Wartime.

For an application form, go to the website
or call the ALA Public Programs Office at
312-280-5045. Two application deadlines
are available in 2000; notification of awards
is made 60 days after the deadlines.
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Legislative update
With more than 2,000 bills introduced, only
81 bills received final approval in the Sec-
ond Regular Session of the 90th Missouri
General Assembly, which concluded on
May 12, 2000. Few bills relating to libraries
or library operation passed by the conclu-
sion of the session. Li-
brarians and library
trustees had been fol-
lowing the progress of
several filtering bills
in both the House and
Senate; with one ex-
ception, these bills
died in committee or
did not reach final passage. 

SB757, a child protection bill, passed but
did not include language requiring filtering
software on library computers. 

SB721 requires the Missouri Assistive
Technology Advisory Council to establish
an assistive technology loan program and
revises the Missouri Public Service Com-
mission’s program for telecommunications
equipment for hearing- and speech-im-
paired persons.  Definitions are added to
expand the scope of the program to all
telecommunications equipment, including
voice and text.

The General Assembly also appropriated
full funding for the Missouri Cultural Trust
Fund and for the four partners: Missouri
Humanities Council, Missouri State Library
Networking Fund, historic preservation, and
public broadcasting. The Cultural Trust
Fund will receive $5,194,060, and each
partner will receive $865,677 from the non-
resident professional athlete and entertain-
ers tax.

Missouri libraries
receive automation
grants
Secretary of State Bekki Cook has ap-
proved grant awards totaling $115,246 to
three  libraries in the 11th round of public
library automation grants. These grants are
made possible through a special appropria-

tion from the Missouri General Assembly
and approved by Governor Carnahan. Li-
braries receiving awards include:

• Carnegie Public Library (Albany)—ret-
rospective conversion: $11,396

• Hannibal Free Public Library—up-
grade to a library automation system:
$80,175

• Webb City Public Library—new li-
brary automation system: $23,675
Carnegie Public Library’s grant brings

automated library services to an under-
served rural northern Missouri area.  The
grant to Hannibal Free Public Library facil-
itates migration from an outmoded platform
to a state-of-the-art system. Webb City Pub-
lic Library can now offer automated library
services which conform to national stan-
dards.

Foundation grants
available for library
books
Lois Lenski, the 1946 Newbery medalist for
Strawberry Girl, had a life-long concern
that all children have access to good books.
To help achieve this goal, she established
the Lois Lenski Covey Foundation to pro-
vide grants to public and school libraries
serving disadvantaged populations.

The Lois Lenski Covey Foundation has
annually awarded grants to rural and urban
public and school libraries and to agency li-
braries serving at-risk children. The grants
have ranged from $500 to $5,000. Funds
are earmarked for purchasing books for
young people rather than administrative or
operational use. Successful applicants have
proposed purchases to update their collec-
tions generally or to expand their holdings
in special areas. The foundation welcomes
applications from libraries with real need
and limited book budgets.

A short application form is available from
The Lois Lenski Covey Foundation, Attn:
Arthur F. Abelman, Moses & Singer, 1301
Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY
10019-6076. To qualify for year 2000
grants, application forms must be received
no later than September 30, 2000.
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Missouri students win awards in essay contest
First Lady Jean Carnahan hosted an awards ceremony at the Governor’s Mansion on April
11 for the state winners of the Letters About Literature essay contest. The national essay
contest is sponsored by the Missouri Center for the Book in cooperation with the Weekly
Reader Corporation and the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress. Mrs. Carnahan
is the honorary chairperson of the Missouri Center.

The annual essay contest invites students to write a letter to an author—living or dead—
explaining how that author’s work somehow changed the student’s way of thinking about the
world. The contest offers two competition levels: Level 1 for grades 4-7 and Level 2 for
grades 8-12.

Maurianna Randazzo and Samuel Warren Grabill won the first-place state awards. Ran-
dazzo is a 7th-grade student at LaSalle Springs Middle School in Glencoe. She wrote a letter
to S.E. Hinton about The Outsiders, a book popular with young adults since its publication
in the late 1960s. Grabill is a 10th-grade student at Harrisonville High School. His letter to
Ray Bradbury about the book Fahrenheit 451 focused on courage and facing problems.

Second-place winners are Whitney Baragary, Laura Speed Elliott Middle School,
Boonville, for Level I; and Keely D. White, North Nodaway R-VI High School, Hopkins,
for Level 2.

Level I honorable mentions include Jill Hoxworth, Carr Lane VPA Middle School, St.
Louis; Amy Landon, Laura Speed Elliott Middle School, Boonville; Will McCandless, Mary
Institute Country Day School, St. Louis; and Rebecca Rollins, LaSalle Middle School, Glen-
coe.

Level 2 honorable mentions include Melissa Bolinger, California R-1 High School; Natal-
ie Gerhart, West Jr. High School, Columbia; and Jordana Kafka, Parkway North High
School, St. Louis.

Almost 20,000 students across the United States entered the 2000 contest. Missouri was
third in the nation in the number of entries submitted.

FFiirrsstt rrooww:: SSttaattee LLiibbrraarriiaann SSaarraa PPaarrkkeerr,, WWhhiittnneeyy BBaarraaggaarryy,, FFiirrsstt LLaaddyy JJeeaann CCaarrnnaahhaann,,
WWiilllliiaamm MMccCCaannddlleessss;; sseeccoonndd rrooww:: SSeeccrreettaarryy ooff SSttaattee BBeekkkkii CCooookk,, NNaattaalliiee GGeerrhhaarrtt,, MMiiss-
ssoouurrii CCeenntteerr ffoorr tthhee BBooookk PPrreessiiddeenntt JJoohhnn LLoowwrraannccee,, tthhiirrdd rrooww:: MMaauurriiaannnnaa RRaannddaazzzzoo,,
AAmmyy LLaannddoonn,, JJiillll HHooxxwwoorrtthh,, MMeelliissssaa BBoolliinnggeerr;; ffoouurrtthh rrooww:: KKeeeellyy WWhhiittee,, RReebbeeccccaa
RRoolllliinnss,, SSaamm GGrraabbiillll

Web Watch

Press Freedom 
Survey
http://www.freedomhouse.org/
pfs2000/

Curious about press freedom
around the world? Find out
whether a country’s newspa-
per or other media is con-
trolled by its government.  A
map on the main page de-
picts free, partly free, and
not free media countries,
and reports from individual
countries provide additional
information. Freedomhouse is
a nonprofit, nonpartisan or-
ganization that has compiled
reports evaluating levels of
political rights and civil liber-
ties since 1972.

The CyberLibrarian’s
Reststop
http://www.angelfire.com/in/
virtuallibrarian/

This site offers tutorials and
tools for Web searchers such
as “Evaluating What You Find
(Tips for Selecting Re-
sources)

BBC News
http://www.news.bbc.co.uk/

A great site for international
news and events.

Roman Numeral 
Converter
http://www.binary.net/
dturley/js/roman/html

Enter the Roman numeral and
press the buttom for “Con-
vert to Arabic.” Also con-
verts Arabic to Roman nu-
merals
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2000 Building Block
Award nominees

The Building Block Picture
Book Award is sponsored
by the Children’s Services
Round Table of the Mis-
souri Library Association.

This award is designed for
children in preschool through

kindergarten. Parents, older siblings, or oth-
ers read books from the list to children, and
the children vote for their favorite book.
Voting takes place at local public libraries,
and the winner is announced in January.
The 2000 nominees are:
Asch, Frank. Baby Bird’s First Nest

(Harcourt)
Engel, Diana. Circle Song 

(Cavendish, Marshall)
Feiffer, Jules. Bark George! (Harper)
Hazen, Barbara. That Toad Is Mine!

(Harper)
Kajikawa, Kimiko. Sweet Dreams (Holt)
Maynard, Bill. Quiet, Wyatt! (Putnam)
McGeorge, Constance. Boomer’s Big

Surprise (Chronicle)
Roth, Carol. Little Bunny’s Sleepless Night

(Chronicle)
Stevens, Janet. My Big Dog (Golden)
Walsh, Ellen Stoll. For Pete’s Sake

(Harcourt)

Missourians respond to
Census 2000 
The Census Bureau has posted Census 2000
mail-back response rates for states, coun-
ties, and towns at http://www.census.gov
(select “Initial Response Rates). Missouri’s
final mail-back response was 68 percent,
compared to a nationwide average of 65
percent. State response rates ranged from a
high of 74 percent in Iowa to a low of 54
percent in Alaska. Only 10 states had per-
centages higher than Missouri. 

“We’re very pleased,” said Ryan Burson,
Missouri’s state demographer. “Considering
the high number of seasonal housing units
which initially show up as non-response, 68
percent indicates excellent support for Cen-

sus 2000 in Missouri.” During the follow-
up phase, census workers will identify sea-
sonal and vacant units. Response rates are
low in some areas because the Census Bu-
reau has no way of knowing whether an ad-
dress is vacant or seasonal at the time forms
are mailed out. 

Phase One of Census 2000 was the
March/April mail-back operation. This was
the time when people voluntarily mailed
back the questionnaire that was delivered to
their home or submitted answers by calling
a toll-free telephone number or responding
over the Internet. Phase Two is the
May/June follow-up phase when census
enumerators visit door-to-door at house-
holds where census forms were not re-
turned.

Librarians can continue to support the
census by explaining to people in their
community that enumerators are out work-
ing and that they should be welcomed as
they go about the work of obtaining a com-
plete and accurate count. Enumerators can
be identified by Census Bureau identifica-
tion badges and by the black and white
bags with red lettering they carry. 

Library handbook
offers facts and advice
The Whole Library Handbook 3 is a one-
volume encyclopedia of library history, de-
mographics, folklore, humor, current
events, and popular wisdom. The volume is
organized in easy-to-find general cate-
gories, including types of libraries, the pro-
fession, people, materials, special users, op-
erations, technology, promotion, issues, and
librariana. Readers will find fascinating
trivia, as well as hilarious sections on “the
most bizarre reference questions,” “the best
excuses for overdue books,” and “job de-
scription of a Renaissance librarian.” Also
included are thoughtful essays and reprints
of important journal articles by noted ex-
perts.

In its updated edition, The Whole Library
Handbook 3 includes a range of current
facts and serious and not-so-serious discus-
sions on subjects including:

Family literacy re-
sources
If you’re stuck for family lit-
eracy resources, call the
doctors. The American Med-
ical Association website has
links to a range of sites of-
fering free and low-cost ma-
terial on issues such as single
parenting, cultural compe-
tencies for emergency med-
ical service, and child devel-
opment. Also offered are
connections to experts in
the parenting field.  Try it at
http://www.ama-assn.org/
adolhlth/gapslink/gapslnk2.htm
and scroll down the alpha-
betical list to “Parenting Re-
sources.”
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• What are digital libraries and why you
need to know

• 50 things you can do with a library card

• Quotable facts about library funding

• Nine rules for creating Web graphics

• Five criteria for Web evaluation

• Practical ways to serve special popula-
tions

• What you should do if you’re served with
a subpoena
The Whole Library Handbook 3, com-

piled by George M. Eberhart, is available
for $40.00 (ALA members, $36.00) from
ALA Editions, 800-545-2433, press 7.

What is your favorite
reason to read?
Secretary of Education Richard Riley has
estimated that 40 to 44 million adults in the
United States function at the lowest level of
literacy skill. While most are not “illiterate”
in the conventional sense of the word, they
lack the skills necessary to be effective in
an increasingly complex and technological
society.

For 38 years, Literacy Volunteers of
America, Inc. (LVA) has been a champion
in the fight to create a literate nation. The
organization started in founder Ruth
Colvin’s basement in Syracuse, NY, in
1962, and has grown to more than 350 local
programs in 40 states and the District of
Columbia. At the national level, LVA devel-
ops opportunities to increase awareness and
understanding of literacy and support for
this critical work. To focus attention on the
importance of literacy, LVA has embarked
on an innovative online awareness cam-
paign called 2000 Reasons America Should
Read.

LVA invites all Americans to join this
campaign by submitting their favorite rea-
son to read for posting to the LVA website.
Reasons submitted through September 30,
2000 will be posted on an electronic bul-
letin board accessible from the site and en-
tered into a lottery. Three names will be
pulled at the organization’s national confer-
ence in Kansas City on October 7, 2000,
and the winners will be notified by mail. 

To submit a reason, visit LVA’s website at
http://www.literacyvolunteers.org and click
on the 2000 Reasons banner on the home-
page.

Choices for the 21st
century
The Choices for the 21st Century Education
Project is seeking applications from li-
braries for public program mini-grants. The
grants will provide support to libraries
wishing to host a public policy discussion
series.

The Choices series, “Defining Our Role
in a Changing World,” is a four-part, schol-
ar-led discussion that brings general audi-
ences to the public library or other commu-
nity sites to deliberate, neighbor-to-neigh-
bor, important issues of American identity
and foreign policy.

A limited number of scholar/discussion
leader stipends, in the amount of $400 per
program, is available for qualified Choices
discussion programs to be held in 2000.
These funds will be dispersed to qualified
libraries on a first-come, first-served basis.
Early application is encouraged. 

Participating libraries will pay a $200
materials fee and receive 25 reading guides,
discussion leader’s guide, organizer’s guide,
a poster, and other handouts and materials.
The libraries’ participants will complete the
Choices Citizen’s Ballot and have their con-
cerns counted among the 2,500 to 3,000
Americans expected to participate in 2000.
A report of the Citizen Ballot will be
mailed to all participating libraries in Janu-
ary 2001. Organizational support will be
provided by the Choices national office
staff.

A copy of the 2000 Library Grant Appli-
cation may be downloaded from the Choic-
es website at http://www.choices.edu/pp-
grant00.html. For a printed copy, and a
sample copy of the 2000 series reader, con-
tact Choices at 401-863-3155 (telephone),
401-863-1247 (fax), or choices@
brown.edu.

Library salary sur-
vey now on the Web
St. Charles City-County Li-
brary’s Salary Survey for
2000 is on the Web at
http://www.win.org/library/
library_office/reports/. The
report, which has been com-
piled since 1978, tracks
wages and salaries of
shelvers, clerical, paraprofes-
sionals, starting MLS staff,
department heads, assistant
directors and directors of li-
braries in the West North
Central states. In addition,
the survey tracks key budg-
etary indices such as spend-
ing for technology and cost
per FTE unit.  The report also
may be downloaded in Excel
format from the site.
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newsline welcomes
information for “Missouri
Library News” and “Per-
sonal Notes” from librari-
ans, library trustees, and
others interested in the
state’s libraries. Send
news about library
events, projects, awards,
and personnel changes to
the editor. (See page 2
for contact information.)

Richland opens new library
More than 200 people attended dedication
ceremonies for the Maxine Warren Library
Building in Richland on April 29, 2000.
Among the dignitaries present was U.S.
Representative Ike Skelton, who delivered
the keynote address and described the li-
brary as a “place for learning and a monu-
ment to education.”

Construction of the new library was
largely a volunteer effort. Ninety-two vol-
unteers from Fort Leonard Wood worked on
building the library as did local Richland
residents and Friends of the Library from
Waynesville. Local residents Maxine and
Gordon Warren donated a 7,000-square-foot
building to house the branch, and volun-
teers raised $101,704 to complete the build-
ing. 

The library is a branch of the newly
formed Pulaski County Library system. In
addition to 10 computers for public use and
23 more for the library system, the library
will house a Missouri research room and a
museum.

St. Louis area libraries
inaugurate “Libraries Without
Boundaries”
Library directors and other representatives
from 11 St. Louis area library districts met
on May 31 to sign reciprocal lending agree-
ments enabling users of each library system
to borrow materials from each of the others
without special fees. The historic agree-
ments, referred to as “Libraries Without
Boundaries,” became effective June 1,
2000.

Participating districts include St. Charles
City-County Library, St. Louis County Li-
brary, St. Louis Public Library, and the
eight member libraries of the Municipal Li-
brary Consortium, which are those of
Brentwood, Ferguson, Kirkwood, Maple-
wood, Richmond Heights, Rock Hill, Uni-
versity City, and Valley Park.

“We have been working toward this one
goal for at least 10 years,” said Wicky
Sleight, director of the Kirkwood Public Li-
brary and one of the prime movers behind
the effort to complete the agreements. “This
is intergovernmental cooperation at its
finest, providing a great benefit for the tax-
payers in all 11 districts.”

As a result of these agreements, patrons
can now make use of the library that is
most convenient for them, whether it is in
their own neighborhood or close to work,
school, or a favorite shopping center. Users
will have access to seven million items
from more than 50 library locations
throughout St. Louis City, St. Louis County,
and St. Charles County.

“It’s always been extremely difficult to
explain the boundaries of our different li-
brary districts to citizens,” commented Lin-
da Ballard, director of the University City
Public Library and head of the Municipal
Library Consortium. “People want to join
the libraries they prefer or that are most
convenient to them. Breaking down the bar-
riers to better library service is wonderful.”

Residents of the participating library dis-
tricts can take advantage of these extended
privileges by providing identification with
their name and address at the library of

Missouri Library News

BBeetthh HHeennrryy ((lleefftt)) aanndd SShhaannaa PPaarrssoonn uunnvveeiill tthhee ssiiggnn aatt tthhee nneeww MMaaxxiinnee
WWaarrrreenn LLiibbrraarryy BBuuiillddiinngg iinn RRiicchhllaanndd.. HHeennrryy ddeessiiggnneedd tthhee FFrriieennddss llooggoo,,
aanndd PPaarrssoonn ddeessiiggnneedd tthhee nneeww lliibbrraarryy llooggoo..
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their choice to receive a card. Borrowers
need not have a card with their home li-
brary system to take advantage of the serv-
ice, but need to obtain a separate card from
each system they want to use and will be
responsible for following that library’s
lending rules. Patrons may return borrowed
materials at any participating library loca-
tion.

Truman Library Institute
exceeds fundraising goal 
Larry Hackman, director of the Truman Li-
brary in Independence, reports that the Tru-
man Library Institute has raised $23.7 mil-
lion—$1.2 million more than the campaign
goal set last year in July.  Deferred gifts
will bring in another $1.6 million.  Hack-
man said 85 percent of the private funding
came from the Kansas City area.  The mon-

ey will be used for expanding the library’s
permanent exhibits and creating a Class-
room for Democracy.  

The Classroom for Democracy, a $22.5
million effort to renovate and reinvent the
Truman Library, will provide interactive ex-
hibitions and educational programs that
demonstrate the value of strong, straightfor-
ward leadership. It will create world-class
programs that use the rich resources of the
library’s archives, museum collections, ex-
hibitions, and educational tools. Re-
searchers and scholars will increase the
public’s understanding of world-shaping is-
sues through global access to Truman mate-
rials.

Hackman made the campaign announce-
ment at a recent fundraising event, “Wild
About Harry,” which featured political hu-
morist Mark Russell. The event raised a net
$155,000 for public programs.  

GGwweennddoollyynn BBrrooookkss,, IIlllliinnooiiss ppooeett llaauurreeaattee aanndd PPuulliittzzeerr PPrriizzee wwiinnnneerr,, cchhaattss
wwiitthh aa ffaann aatt aa pprrooggrraamm ssppoonnssoorreedd bbyy SStt.. LLoouuiiss PPuubblliicc LLiibbrraarryy aass ppaarrtt ooff iittss
SSiiggnnaattuurree SSeerriieess.. TThhee AApprriill 3300 pprrooggrraamm aattttrraacctteedd sseevveerraall hhuunnddrreedd ppeeooppllee
ffoorr aa ccoommmmeennttaarryy aanndd qquueessttiioonn-aanndd-aannsswweerr sseessssiioonn.. TThhee aauutthhoorr ooff mmoorree
tthhaann 2255 bbooookkss,, BBrrooookkss rreecceeiivveedd tthhee PPuulliittzzeerr PPrriizzee ffoorr AAnnnniiee AAlllleenn iinn 11995500
aanndd wwaass tthhee ffiirrsstt bbllaacckk wwrriitteerr ttoo wwiinn tthhee pprreessttiiggiioouuss aawwaarrdd.. IInn 11996699,, sshhee
wwaass nnaammeedd ppooeett llaauurreeaattee ooff IIlllliinnooiiss,, ssuucccceeeeddiinngg tthhee llaattee CCaarrll SSaannddbbuurrgg——aa
ppoosstt sshhee ssttiillll hhoollddss ttooddaayy.. SShhee sseerrvveess aass wwrriitteerr-iinn-rreessiiddeennccee aatt CChhiiccaaggoo
SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy..

More Library News

Video focuses on
St. Louis blues
musicians
"Hellbent and Blue" is a doc-
umentary film about blues
music: its roots, its meaning,
and its future.

The film explores the blues
through the eyes of seven of
St. Louis' most prominent
and aged blues musicians.
These men are of the final
generation of authentic
bluesmen, and the film gives
voice to the struggle and
the triumph of their lifetime
with the blues. 

Produced by James Mann
and Matt Schneider, recent
graduates of Washington
University, the film features
interviews with and per-
formances by Tommy
Bankhead, Big George Brock,
James Crutchfield, Gabriel,
Oliver Sain, Bennie Smith,
and Henry Townsend.

The 30-minute videotape is
available for $19.95 (individ-
ual use) or $29.95 for public
performance. For more infor-
mation or to place an order,
call 314-378-7561 or mountc-
itypictures@yahoo.com.
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20th branch for St. Louis
County Library
Planning for the 20th branch in the St.
Louis County Library system progressed
significantly with a donation of land by
Sachs Properties, a local developer. Sachs
has offered three acres of prime land in the
Chesterfield Village area of west St. Louis
County for the library project.

In deciding where to build a new branch,
the library board used information from the
Research and Statistics Division of the St.
Louis County Department of Planning.
With the new branch, the board hopes to al-
leviate the congestion that exists at the
Daniel Boone Branch, which had a higher
circulation than Headquarters in 1999. The
demand on the Daniel Boone Branch is ex-
pected to increase as the county population
shifts west.

Springfield library friends
hold profitable booksale
The Friends of Springfield-Greene County
Library sponsored their 16th annual book-
sale in late April and raised $46,036 for the
library.  In 16 years, the Friends’ annual
booksales have benefited the library by al-
most $400,000.  The Friends also hold
mini-booksales during the year and operate
the Between Friends gift shop at the new
Library Center.  Books sold through the gift
shop since November 1999 added $5,000 to
the booksale total.

Kirkwood Public Library
participates in “Fast Forward”
series
Kirkwood Public Library is one of 20 li-
braries nationwide to participate in the pilot
“Fast Forward: Science, Technology and
the Communications Revolution” viewing,
reading and discussion series. The project is
organized by National Video Resources
(NVR) in partnership with the American Li-
brary Association’s Public Programs Office
and funded by the National Science Foun-
dation and the Albert P. Sloan Foundation.

“Fast Forward” uses documentary films

to involve the public in a study of the im-
pact of science and technology in the 20th
century. The project encourages participants
to examine the hopes and anxieties associ-
ated with revolutions in movement, com-
munications, and knowledge.

The libraries will host programs in fall
2000 and spring 2001. The programs will
take place over the course of six weeks and
will be led by local university scholars with
expertise in the history of science and tech-
nology. Discussion themes will cover sub-
jects such as television, radio, movies, the
telephone, the computer, and the Internet.

Through projects including “From Rosie
to Roosevelt,” NVR has worked to enhance
and augment the use of media in libraries.
Based in New York City, NVR was estab-
lished by the Rockefeller Foundation in
1990 to increase public use and awareness
of independent film and video. It became
administratively independent of the founda-
tion in 1992. 

A new library for Fair Grove
The Fair Grove Branch of Springfield-
Greene County Library opened in April to
serve the town’s 900 residents. Located in
the new Fair Grove City Hall, the branch li-
brary houses about 3,500 books, videos, au-
dio books, cassettes, and other high-interest
materials in a 1,300-square-foot area. It is
the library system’s fourth branch.

In the first 10 days of operation—during
the 56 hours the branch was open—1,059
items were checked out, about 105 per day.
Branch coordinator Kathy Trompke said the
community has been very supportive and
proud of their new facility.

St. Louis Public Library
reopens Walnut Park Branch
On May 7, 2000, neighborhood residents
joined local dignitaries for a special grand
reopening celebration at the Walnut Park
Branch of St. Louis Public Library. 

The renovated branch features many
physical improvements that make the
branch easier and more efficient to use, in-
cluding a new entrance and improved park-

New website 
teaches historical
research
DoHistory.org, a new Nation-
al Endowment for the Hu-
manities-funded website,
was recently launched by
the Harvard Film Study Cen-
ter. The site, http://www.
dohistory/org/home.html, is an
interactive case study based
on the research that went
into the NEH-funded Pulitzer
Prize-winning book and the
film “A Midwife’s Tale,”
which tells the story of the
late 18th-century midwife
Martha Ballard as recorded in
her diary.

Site visitors are invited to
explore the process of piec-
ing together the life of an
ordinary historical person,
and in this way to learn basic
research skills and tech-
niques for interpreting sur-
viving fragments of the
past. The website provides a
“History Toolkit” showing
visitors how to start their
own original research. It also
includes thousands of down-
loadable pages from original
documents in both original
format and transcription:
letters, maps, court records,
medical texts, and a search-
able copy of the entire 27-
year diary of midwife Martha
Ballard, from 1785 to 1812.
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ing for better access, updated and expanded
collections, a Neighborhood Computer
Center (made possible in part by grant
funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation) with state-of-the-art comput-
ers, a wide variety of educational and recre-
ational software for public use, and free ac-
cess to the Internet. Suggestions for some
of these improvements came from area resi-
dents and Walnut Park patrons during a se-
ries of neighborhood focus groups.

Walnut Park is the latest in the library’s
series of capital improvement projects fund-
ed by a property tax increase approved by
St. Louis voters in 1994. The plan calls for
major renovations at every library location,
including Central Library, over the next
several years.

Missouri libraries participate
in national eBook program
In an effort to introduce electronic books to
a nationwide audience of readers, netLi-
brary will donate 150,000 eBooks to 100
public libraries in the United States. In Mis-
souri, libraries receiving collections of
eBooks include Kansas City Public Library,
Springfield-Greene County Library, and
Missouri River Regional Library in Jeffer-
son City.

Participating libraries will receive collec-
tions of up to 1,500 eBooks from leading
publishers. Those libraries effectively will
extend their hours of operation for this col-
lection to 24 hours a day and provide ac-
cess to eBook resources for their patrons
wherever they may be.

Libraries will have access to their eBooks
for six months, after which they may
choose to purchase all or a portion of the ti-
tles. In addition, they may choose other
eBooks from the general netLibrary offer-
ings, which now number nearly 11,000 ti-
tles.

Titles featured in the eBook collection in-
clude selections from ABC-CLIO reference
handbooks, AMACOM books, Cliff Notes,
Health Communications’ Chicken Soup se-
ries, Harvard Business School Publishing,
O’Reilly computer guides, Macmillan’s The

Complete Idiot’s Guides and SAMs com-
puter guides, McGraw-Hill business and
computer books, The Rosen Publishing
Group’s Coping and Careers series, and
Scarecrow’s Historical Dictionaries. Li-
braries will also have access to an extensive
list of eBooks in the public domain, featur-
ing classics in literature and history.

The netLibrary eBook Introduction Pro-
gram is designed to enable public libraries
to incorporate eBooks in their collections
with minimal effort and expense. To receive
an eBook collection, public libraries must
agree to purchase and integrate MARC for
the 1,500 titles into their online patron ac-
cess catalog, participate in a training ses-
sion, and display point-of-use materials in
their library locations.

The introductory program is netLibrary’s
first initiative focusing exclusively on pub-
lic libraries. netLibrary previously concen-
trated its institutional sales efforts on multi-
member library consortia and academic li-
braries.

Two Missouri libraries host
traveling exhibit
The Sikeston Public Library and the Car-
rollton Public Library will each host “Go
Figure,” an innovative traveling exhibit that
uses children’s books to teach beginning
math concepts to children two to seven
years old. The libraries are two of 75 li-
braries nationwide selected to participate in
the tour, which will begin in September
2000 and end in December 2002.

The 700-square-foot exhibit is based on a
larger interactive exhibit that opened at the
Minnesota Children’s Museum in January.
It includes large-scale scenes from five chil-
dren’s books that illustrate math skills such
as counting, measuring, sorting, and esti-
mating.  The books include Arthur’s Pet
Business by Marc Brown, The Doorbell
Rang by Pat Hutchins, The Quilt by Ann
Jones, Frog and Toad Are Friends: A Lost
Button by Arnold Lobel, and Goldilocks
and the Three Bears, illustrated by James
Marshall. Exhibit text is in English and

(continued on page 10)

Adult education
classes show growth
During the last school year
(1998-99), about 52,200
Missourians enrolled in local
adult basic education class-
es—an increase of about 10
percent over five years ago.
Reasons contributing to this
growth include employers’
need for higher levels of
knowledge and skill in all
types of occupations, the
growing number of immi-
grants and refugees who do
not speak English, and the
number of prison inmates
who are working on their
high school equivalency
(GED) certificates.

Last year, about 8,700 Mis-
souri residents enrolled in
“English as a Second Lan-
guage” classes provided
through adult basic educa-
tion programs. This figure
represents about 16 percent
of the total adult basic edu-
cation enrollment, and the
number is rising steadily.

Beginning next January, Mis-
souri inmates will be re-
quired to work toward their
GED certificate as a condi-
tion of parole. Reflecting
this new policy, prison-based
education programs are al-
ready serving more students.

More Library News
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Spanish. Part of the exhibit will include a
parents’ station with materials and informa-
tion on fun and age-appropriate ways of
helping children learn math in their daily
lives.

Sikeston’s children’s librarian Ann
Thompson and Carrollton’s library director
Angee Germann will attend a June work-
shop in St. Paul where they will learn how
to coordinate and promote the exhibit.
Dates for both Missouri exhibits are in
2000: in Carrollton, the dates are Septem-
ber 7 to October 10; in Sikeston, November
2 to December 21.

The exhibit was developed with a major
grant from the National Science Foundation
by the Minnesota Children’s Museum and
the American Library Association’s Public
Programs Office and Association for Li-
brary Service to Children.  

Sikeston Public Library
receives Between the Lions
grant
A $2,500 mini-grant from the Association
for Library Service to Children (ALSC)
will enable Sikeston Public Library to par-
ticipate in the Between the Lions outreach
campaign. The Sikeston library is one of 20
libraries in the country to participate in the
campaign.

Between the Lions is a multi-media ini-
tiative geared for 4 to 7 year olds which be-
gan airing on PBS stations on April 3,
2000. The daily, half-hour series takes chil-
dren and their families “between the lions”
that stand on either side of the doors to an
infinitely large, imaginary library where
books come to life, prefixes have personali-
ties, and vowels sing their own sounds.

The grant recipients will work with com-
munity partners to use the appeal of the tel-
evision series to bring new audiences to the
library; develop and present local programs
to involve parents and caregivers in reading
to and with their children; strive to reach
non-traditional library users and disadvan-
taged children, and participate in project
evaluation.

The grant money is part of a $230,000

award from the WGBH Educational Foun-
dation, ALSC’s partner in this educational
outreach collaboration.

McDonald County Library
receives career resources
grant
The McDonald County Library has been
named the recipient of the Public Library
Association’s NTC/Contemporary Publish-
ing Career Materials Resource Grant. The
grant, sponsored by the NTC/Contemporary
Publishing, provides $500 cash and $2,000
of materials to a public library proposing a
project for the development of a career re-
sources collection and program for a target
audience either in the library or in the com-
munity. 

The library will use the materials provid-
ed by the grant to build a career resources
collection which will be placed as a deposit
collection at the office of McDonald Coun-
ty Family Services and made available to
those receiving assistance as well as to oth-
er library users. The cash will be used to es-
tablish an annual award to honor an out-
standing McDonald County participant in
the FUTURES program.

McDonald County Library will be recog-
nized during the PLA President’s Reception
on July 10 during the American Library As-
sociation’s annual conference.

Performance ap-
praisal handbook
Effective Phrases for Perfor-
mance Appraisals; A Guide to
Successful Evaluations by
James E. Neal, Jr. contains
more than 2,000 phrases
listed under 56 headings
(creativity, initiative, produc-
tivity, etc.) that will help su-
pervisors find appropriate
language to evaluate their
employees. As the author
says, “In today’s confronta-
tional environment, the
need for accurate and factu-
ally documented employee
evaluations is greater than
ever.”” 

The 176-page spiral-bound
handbook is available for
$10.95 plus $2 s/h from Neal
Publications, Inc., 127 West
Indiana Ave., PO Box 451,
Perrysburg, OH 43551. 

First Book Sense Book of
the Year Awards
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara
Kingsolver and The Quiltmaker's Gift
by Jeff Brumbeau and Gail de Mar-
cken (illustrator) won the first Book
Sense Book of the Year Awards.
Kingsolver won for adult trade titles,
and Brumbeau and deMarcken won
for children's titles. 

The finalists in each category were
selected by independent booksellers
all across the country, who nominat-
ed titles they most enjoyed hand-
selling to their customers throughout
the year. 
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Having fun with history
“America’s Library” website for kids and families
debuts

“America’s Library” (http://www.americaslibrary.gov)  a new, easy-to-use and entertaining
website designed especially for children and their families, opened on April 24

as a major bicentennial project of the Library of Congress. The site was cre-
ated to provide an entertaining educational experience that draws on the
unparalleled American historical collections of the Library.

Through the use of stories, richly embellished with photographs, maps,
prints, manuscripts, and audio and video recordings from the Library’s

collections, “America’s Library” invites users to learn about our past
through extraordinary materials, many of which have never been seen by the

public. Interactive elements such as a “Scavenger Hunt” and “Send a Postcard”
will encourage exploration of the site, and animated “teasers” on the main home page will
delight users of all ages. Questions invite children to talk to their family and friends about
what they have learned. 

Bold graphics and bright colors will entice users to click on the following main home
page links:

• Meet Amazing Americans—Do you know what Abraham Lincoln had in his pockets on
the night he was assassinated? Or the name of the newspaper that Frederick Douglass
started to promote freedom for all slaves? The answers are among the fascinating facts
conveyed in this section about these and other amazing Americans such as George Wash-
ington, Buffalo Bill, Harriet Tubman, Houdini, and Teddy Roosevelt. (Answers: Lincoln
was carrying eyeglasses, a handkerchief, nine newspaper clippings—all favorable to Lin-
coln, a lens polisher, and a  $5 Confederate note. Frederick Douglass founded The North
Star, so named because slaves escaping at night often followed the North Star in the sky
to freedom.)

• Jump Back in Time—Who was the first woman doctor in the United States? On what
day did Thurgood Marshall become a Supreme Court Justice? Click on “Jump Back in
Time” and visit any day in history. (Answers: Elizabeth Blackwell was America’s first
woman doctor; she graduated on October 19, 1849, with an M.D. from a medical college
in New York—the only school that would accept her. On October 2, 1967, Marshall be-
came the first African American Supreme Court justice.)

• Explore the States—Take a trip across the country without ever leaving your home. Do
you know how Virginia got its name? Or why people from Oklahoma are sometimes
called “Sooners”? (Answers: Virginia is named for Elizabeth I, the virgin queen of Eng-
land. “Sooners” are thus named because in 1889, these people had already staked their
claims before the land was officially opened for settlement.)

• Join America at Play—From America’s pastime—baseball—to dancing, the nation at
play is the focus. Everyone thinks of baseball as a uniquely American game, but do you
know its origin? Is break-dancing a recent invention? (Answers: No one is exactly sure
how baseball began, but it seems to have its roots in the English children’s game called
“rounders” or “four-old-cat” that was pictured in a British children’s magazine in 1760. A
film from 1898 shows an early “break-dancer” in New York City.)
The content of the website has been reviewed by historians in the Library of Congress and

by James B. Gilbert, Distinguished University Professor of American History at the Univer-
sity of Maryland.

“America’s Library” marks the first time in its history that the Library of Congress has

(continued on page 12)

Upcoming
Events

JJuullyy 22
National Literacy Day

JJuullyy 66-1133
American Library 
Association
Annual Conference
Chicago

JJuullyy 1155-2200
American Association of Law
Libraries
Annual Conference
Philadelphia

JJuullyy 1188-1199
Missouri Census 
Data Center
Annual Conference
Jefferson City

AAuugguusstt 88-1111
Library Skills Institute
Columbia

AAuugguusstt 1133-1188
IFLA General Conference
Jerusalem

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 88
International Literacy Day

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1144
Secretary's Council on 
Library Development Meet-
ing
(Location to be announced)

2000
2000
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created a public service advertising cam-
paign in partnership with the Advertising
Council. 

This campaign—“There’s a Better Way to
Have Fun with History…Log on. Play
around. Learn something”—was created
through the Advertising Council, with cre-
ative services donated by DDB Worldwide
in Chicago. The spots have been distributed
to 3,200 television stations and more than
6,000 radio stations nationwide. In addition
to television and radio spots, an innovative
Web banner featuring a pop-up film will be
available for viewing and downloding
through the Ad Council website at
http://www.adcouncil.org. 

Volunteering at all-
time high 
Independent Sector’s 1999 study, Giving
and Volunteering in the United States, re-
veals that volunteering has increased signif-
icantly, and the number of households giv-
ing remains high. The sixth in a series of bi-
ennial national surveys shows that 56% of
adults volunteered a total of 19.9 billion
hours—a 13.7% increase from the 1996
study. The percentage of households report-
ing contributions was up from 69% to more
than 70%, with an average household gift of
$1,075.

Key findings include:

• The volunteer workforce represented the
equivalent of more than 9 million full-
time employees at a value of $255 bil-
lion.

• A higher percentage of women (62%)
than of men (49%) volunteered. Men
who volunteered gave slightly more time
than women: 3.6 hours per week as op-
posed to 3.4 hours for women. 

• 43% of seniors aged 75 and over reported
volunteering—an increase of 8 percent-
age points since 1995.

• Volunteering is up not only with the gen-
eral population, but especially with peo-
ple of color. Forty-seven percent of
African-Americans and 46% of Hispan-
ics volunteered.

• The number of households that con-
tributed 3% or more of their household
income rose since 1993—from 19% to
22% of contributing households.

• 81% of households gave a donation when
asked.
The survey also revealed that when meas-

ured as a percentage of total household in-
come, households at the lower end of the
income scale were very generous. Con-
tributing households earning under $10,000
a year gave 5.2% of total household in-
come, the highest of the income groups in
the survey.

Overall, public attitudes about nonprofit
organizations remain strong. Seventy-six
percent agreed that nonprofit organizations
generally played a major role in their com-
munities. Sixty-eight percent of the respon-
dents expressed a high level of confidence
in human service organizations, and 62 per-
cent believed that most charitable organiza-
tions were honest and ethical in their use of
funds.

Senior poet laureate
competition
Submissions are invited for
the Senior Poet Laureate Po-
etry Competition for writers
age 50 and over. Winners in
nine categories (including
haiku, sonnet, light verse,
and love poem) along with
the Best Overall Poem/Se-
nior Poet Laureate Award, re-
ceive cash awards and publi-
cation in the Golden Words
chapbook.

For complete guidelines and
an entry form, send an SASE
to: Senior Poet Y2K, PO Box
6003, Springfield, MO
65801. Entries must be re-
ceived by August 1, 2000.
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